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valley, whence they are continued by the Daman-i-koh
system north-westwards through the Little and Great
Balkans to Krasnovodsk on the Caspian. Between the
Koh-i-Baba and Herat they throw off numerous spurs
running almost uniformly north-east and south-west, and
forming longitudinal valleys, which drain through the
Helmand and other rivers to the Hanmn depression.

Much light has been thrown on the orography of the
extreme north-east by recent exploration, and its leading
features may now be fairly traced. From the angle
formed by the converging Hindu-Kush and Mustagh
ranges spring a number of lofty spurs separating the
head-streams of the Gilgit Eiver. One of these, with
many peaks over 20,000 feet high, forms the water-
parting between the Chitral and Gilgit basins, and is
crossed by the Darkot and Moshabar Passes. Just south
of the 36th parallel a remarkable transverse range runs
from the Indus at Bunji nearly to Chitral, throwing off a
succession of spurs between the Kandia, Swat, Panjkora,
and Chitral (Kunar) river valleys. Here the peaks
diminish from nearly 20,000 feet to between 4000 and
7000 as we proceed southwards to the Kabul river.
This transverse range, supposed by Major Tanner to be
the Hindu Boj of the Afghans, is an important feature
in the physical geography of the Hindu-Kush, as it
separates the comparatively rainless tracts of Gilgit,
Hunza, and Yasin from the well-watered southern
valleys of Panjkora, Kashkar, and Swat.

From the junction of the Hindu-Kush and Koh-i-
Baba an important spur, running eastwards between the
Helmand and Ghorband basins, sweeps round the head-
waters of the Arghand-ab to the north of Ghazni, and
thence trending north-east follows the 34th parallel as
the Safed-koh (" White Mountains ") betweesi the Kabul
and Kuram river basins, eastwards to the plains of